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What is a primary
source?

A primary source is a document produced by someone who experienced the events that they

are describing or an artifact from a specific time period. A secondary source is an

interpretation written or created by someone who was not present during the events they are

describing. Decide if each following object or document is a primary or secondary source.

Thomas Haney's Cane

The Diary of Nelson Lougheed

The daughter of one of the passengers of the Komagata Maru telling their story

Katzie projectile points dug up during an archaeological dig

The portrait of Mary Florence Haney

Interviews with a frontline veteran about the home front war efforts during WWII

The oral traditions of Indigenous Peoples

 A history textbook

A reproduction of a Kwantlen stone bowl crafted using their traditional techniques

A photograph of the students at the Japanese kindergarten

Digitized ad from a copy of the gazette from 1958

A speech given by the Reeve (mayor) of Maple Ridge

A biography of a Japanese internment camp survivor written by their best friend

An autobiography of a WWI soldier written in the 1970's

A shopping list from 1951

A bylaw passed by the Maple Ridge Municipal Council in 1902
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Primary or Secondary?



How do we analyze a
primary source?

Put the following steps in the correct order

Note: There is no "correct" way to analyze a primary source, this is just the most common way.

Who? What? Where? When? Why?
Ask questions about the text like : Who is speaking? Who is the audience? What kind of

text is it? Where is this text being written/delivered? When was it written/delivered?

Why was it written/delivered?

Context
Add as much context around the text as possible. Ask questions like: What was going on

when this text was written? What events are being eluded to in the text? Who are some

of the notable people of the time? Who is in office?

Argumentation 
What is the argument that the writer/speaker/photographer making? What message

are they ultimately trying to get across? How are they making their argument?

Biases
Every text will have biases. Ask questions about the text like: What is the

writer/speaker/photographer not saying? Who are they excluding from the text? What

are their motivations? What beliefs do they hold that are influencing their argument?

Synthesis and Analysis
Sum up what the text is saying and analyze it for use in your own work. Ask questions

like: What can I use this source for? How can I use this source? What is this a good

source for? What is this a bad source for?

Step # ______

Step # ______

Step # ______

Step # ______

Step # ______



Your Turn!
Examine the primary source below and answer the questions on this page and the following page.

Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will

need to search online for the answer.

Who wrote this?

Who is the audience? 

What kind of text is it? 

Where is this text being written? 

When was it written? 

Why was it written?

What was going on when this text was written?
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What events are being eluded to in the text? 

Who are some of the notable people of the time? 

What argument is the writer making?  

How are they making their argument?

What are their motivations?

What is the writer not saying? 

What beliefs might the writer hold that are influencing their argument?

Who are they excluding from the text?

What would this be a good source for?

What would this be a bad source for?

Assuming that you are doing a project about the home-front war efforts during WWII, how could

you use this source?

Your Turn! (Cont'd)
Examine the primary source on the previous page and answer the questions on this page.

Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will

need to search online for the answer.



Who wrote this?

Who is the audience? 

What kind of text is it? 

Where is this text being written? 

When was it written? 

Why was it written?

What was going on when this text was written?

                                     _____________________________________________________________________
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                                              _________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Your Turn! Part 2
Examine the primary source below and answer the questions on this page and the following page.

Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will

need to search online for the answer.
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What events are being eluded to in the text? 

Who are some of the notable people of the time? 

What argument is the writer making?  

How are they making their argument?

What are their motivations?

What is the writer not saying? 

What beliefs might the writer hold that are influencing their argument?

Who are they excluding from the text?

What would this be a good source for?

What would this be a bad source for?

Assuming that you are doing a project about the home-front war efforts during WWII, how could

you use this source?

Your Turn! (Part 2 Cont'd)
Examine the primary source on the previous page and answer the questions on this page.

Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will

need to search online for the answer.


