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Introduction
This worksheet aims to teach students how to identify and read a
primary source. Why are primary sources important? Primary sources
can help students relate to events of the past in a personal way as
well as foster a deeper understanding of history. What are Primary
sources? A primary source is a first-hand or contemporary account of
an event or topic, such as; diaries, personal journals, biographies,
manuscripts, speeches, interviews, oral histories, government
documents, photos, letters, posters, film, artifacts, documents, maps. 

Learning Outcomes
This worksheet is recommended for students
in grades 7 - 10. The worksheet connects to
many of the curricular competencies in
English and Social Studies, including:
“Recognize and identify the role of personal,
social, and cultural contexts, values, and
perspectives in texts” as well as “Identify
what the creators of accounts, narratives,
maps, or texts have determined is
significant.” 

Ability to recognize and read a
primary source
Critical thinking
Interpretation
Core Competencies:
Communication, Thinking,
Personal and Social
Local History

Instructions
Work through the worksheet in page
order. Start at the “What is a Primary
Source” page to establish an
understanding before you start to
examine the primary sources for
yourself You will be asked to examine
Two primary sources in the worksheet
and answer the corresponding
questions. Then check your answers
with the answer sheet. 



What is a primary source?
A primary source is a document produced by someone who experienced

the events that they are describing or an artifact from a specific time
period. A secondary source is an interpretation written or created by
someone who was not present during the events they are describing.

Decide if each following object or document is a primary or secondary
source.

1.Thomas Haney's Cane

2.The Diary of Nelson Lougheed

3.The daughter of one of the passengers of the Komagata Maru telling their story

4.Katzie projectile points dug up during an archaeological dig

5.The portrait of Mary Florence Haney

6. Interviews with a frontline veteran about the home front war efforts during WWII

7.The oral traditions of Indigenous Peoples

8.  A history textbook

9.A reproduction of a Kwantlen stone bowl crafted using their traditional techniques

10.A photograph of the students at the Japanese kindergarten

11.Digitized ad from a copy of the gazette from 1958

12.A speech given by the Reeve (mayor) of Maple Ridge

13.A biography of a Japanese internment camp survivor written by their best friend

14.An autobiography of a WWI soldier written in the 1970's

15.A shopping list from 1951

16.A bylaw passed by the Maple Ridge Municipal Council in 1902

Primary or Secondary?



How do we analyze a
primary source?

Put the following steps in the correct order
Note: There is no "correct" way to analyze a primary source, this is just the most common way.

Who? What? Where? When? Why?
Ask questions about the text like : Who is speaking? Who is the audience?
What kind of text is it? Where is this text being written/delivered? When was it
written/delivered? Why was it written/delivered?

Context
Add as much context around the text as possible. Ask questions like: What
was going on when this text was written? What events are being eluded to
in the text? Who are some of the notable people of the time? Who is in
office?

Argumentation 
What is the argument that the writer/speaker/photographer making? What
message are they ultimately trying to get across? How are they making their
argument?

Biases
Every text will have biases. Ask questions about the text like: What is the
writer/speaker/photographer not saying? Who are they excluding from the
text? What are their motivations? What beliefs do they hold that are
influencing their argument?

Synthesis and Analysis
Sum up what the text is saying and analyze it for use in your own work. Ask
questions like: What can I use this source for? How can I use this source?
What is this a good source for? What is this a bad source for?

Step # ______

Step # ______

Step # ______

Step # ______

Step # ______



Examine the Primary Source
Examine the primary source below and answer the questions on this page and the following page.
Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will

need to search online for the answer.

Who wrote this?
Who is the audience? 
What kind of text is it? 
Where is this text being written? 
When was it written? 
Why was it written?
What was going on when this text was written?
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What events are being eluded to in the text? 

Who are some of the notable people of the time? 

What argument is the writer making?  

How are they making their argument?

What are their motivations?

What is the writer not saying? 

What beliefs might the writer hold that are influencing their argument?

Who are they excluding from the text?

What would this be a good source for?

What would this be a bad source for?

Assuming that you are doing a project about the home-front war efforts during WWII, how could
you use this source?

Questions
Examine the primary source on the previous page and answer the questions on this page.

Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will
need to search online for the answer.
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Note: There may be some questions that you are not able to answer and/or questions that you will
need to search online for the answer.


