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M. Diane Rogers 1948-2026

Our friend, Diane Rogers,
passed away on February 8,
2026 after a brief illness.

In addition to her immediate
family, Diane also leaves behind
a extended family of people who
knew her through her many
interests. She was a valued
genealogy guest speaker at
conferences and webinars
around the world. She also
headed, nurtured, or supported
numerous groups too many to
name including the British
Columbia Historical Federation, Society of One Place Studies, Guild of One
Name Studies, United Empire Loyalists, Women's History Network/British
Columbia, the Maple Ridge Family History Group, and Vancouver
Postcard Club to name a few. Diane was also a supporter of the
Scandinavian Midsummer Festival, the European Festival, and the
Highland Games and Scottish Festival. She was an avid reader and
belonged to the BookCrossing book club.

At the British Columbia Genealogical Society (BCGS) she held positions as
President (2009-2011), Director, Privacy Officer, and also led Special
Interest Groups, was the BCGS newsletter and The British Columbia
Genealogist editor for many years and was the Website Mistress (a term she
used) for a time. She supported the BCGS travelling store known as The
Boutique and often travelled around the province in support of that BCGS
fund-raising arm. She helped develop the BCGS Vision and Mission
statements.

Diane was an early proponent of the use of genetic genealogy (DNA
testing) when that was a new field for genealogists. Today we are all very
familiar with DNA’s growing ability to put families together, but it was
quite unknown and viewed with some suspicion in the early days. Diane
was a thinker for the future and advocated expanding genealogical studies
beyond the British Isles and into more ethnic groups who also wanted to
know of their heritage.
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Diane is with her ancestors now. From the many
people whose lives you touched—we will miss you.

The family has asked in Diane’s honour, please

volunteer at your local seniors centre, donate to a
literacy group or The BC Cancer Foundation or maybe
just sit down in your favorite chair and pick up a book
to read.

History News

2019 road trip to Nelson for the British Columbia Historical
Federation annual conference. From left: Alice Marwood,
Andrea Lister, Rob Gresko, Diane Rogers, Ethel Field,
Jacqueline Gresko, and Brenda Smith.

COURTESY OF BRENDA L. SMITH

Maple Ridge Heritage Awards

Congratulations to the 2026 Heritage Award
Recipients! The 2026 Heritage Awards event—
celebrating recipients and nominees —took place on
Thursday, February 19, 2026.

Learn more: www.mapleridge.ca/build-do-
business/planning-land-use/heritage-
conservation/heritage-awards

Award
Namines

The Maple Ridge Family History Group was nominated
for Bernice Gehring History Hero Award.
PHOTOS BY ANNETTE FULFORD

Alarm as Canadian Register of Historic Places to
Shut Down

https://nationaltrustcanada.ca/online-stories/alarm-as-
canadian-register-of-historic-places-to-shut-down

The Canadian Register of Historic Places, better
known as the historicplaces.ca website, is coming
down. Parks Canada announced in late 2025 that the
searchable database —a cornerstone for understanding
heritage places in Canada —will be permanently
unplugged in spring 2026. Heritage advocates are
scrambling to save the data and find a replacement.

You may have also seen the follow-up story “Parks
Canada planned to delete a heritage website —but one
proud Canadian hit 'Save."”

www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/parks-canada-
heritage-site-replacement-passion-project-ai-9.7068611

“Taylor used artificial intelligence tools to download
all of the data on the old Parks Canada site and
rebuild it using modern web standards.” And while
this is great as a preservation of the site, this does not
answer the question as to how this resource would be
used by Parks Canada staff going forward or if they
will maintain the staff to do the research and update
the database so the concern should still remain.

If you use the Canadian Register of Historic Places,
write to the federal Minister of the Environment
(ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca) and to your provincial or
territorial minister responsible for heritage to let them
know that you care about what is being thrown away.
https://heritagebc.ca/2026/02/17/the-loss-of-a-

canadian-register-of-historic-places-joint-statement-by-
heritage-bc-and-bcma/

FVRL—Family History Day

The FVRL Maple Ridge branch hosted Winter Fun
Fair on January 31, 2026. Some members of the Family
History group had a table.

Left: Gina and the 501st Legion; right: Belle and Gina.
PHOTOS BY BRENDA SMITH
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Research News

Annual update for IrishGenealogy.ie
www.irishgenealogy.ie

The IrishGenealogy.ie site has received its annual
update of vital records; birth records from 1925,
marriages from 1950, and deaths from 1975 can now
be viewed online free of charge.

Please note that these are for records in what is now
the Irish republic. The equivalent records for
Northern Ireland, can be found at the pay-per-view
GRONI website at https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk

Historic Canadian Maps
https://borealisdata.ca/dataverse/topomaps

Digitized historical maps at the 1:50,000 scale,
covering towns, cities, and rural areas in Canada over
the period of 1948 to the early 21st century. Historical
topographic maps of Canada are used by researchers
interested in examining changes over time, such as
urban sprawl, transportation development,
diminishing woodlots, and shoreline erosion.

Borealis, the Canadian Dataverse Repository, is a
bilingual, multidisciplinary, secure, Canadian

research data repository, supported by academic
libraries and research institutions across Canada.

Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/

This page features items from the Library of
Congress's digital collections that are free to use and
reuse. The Library believes that this content is either
in the public domain, has no known copyright, or has
been cleared by the copyright owner for public use.
Each set of content is based on a theme and is first
featured on the Library's home page.
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Hudson’s Bay Company Resources

e Hudson's Bay Company Archives Resources,
Archives of Manitoba, some microfilm for the
Northern Department servants' engagement

registers are available online (PDF):
www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/search_hbca.html

e Digital Archives Database Project based on the
work of Bruce Watson: https://dadp.ok.ubc.ca/

e Watson, Bruce. Lives Lived West of the Divide: A
Biographical Dictionary of Fur Traders Working West

of the Rockies, 1793-1858,
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~goudied/genealogy
/PDF/Goudie/Lives Lived Entire-Bruce-Mclntyre-

Watson.pdf
e Maclachlan, Morag. 2007. The Fort Langley Journals,

1827-30. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2007.

e Van Kirk, Sylvia. Many Tender Ties: Women in Fur-
Trade Society, 1670-1870. Winnipeg, Man.: Watson
& Dwyer, 1980.

FVRL Library Microfilm Collection

Maple Ridge Public Library has a unique collection of
locally relevant historical materials. At the Library are
newspaper, census. vital records, and directories
filmed materials dating from as early as 1860. Our
library has the only digital film reader in Fraser
Valley Regional Library system.

You are welcome to use the collection. If you are from
outside the FVRL service area, you may request a
visitor pass. Phone 604-467-7417 to ensure the reader
is available.

Microfilm Collection

Haney Gazette 1922-1984

Maple Ridge News 1979- 1996
MR/Pitt Meadows News 1997- 2012

Daily British Columbian 1861-1869

British Columbian 1890-1922
(1882-1889 @ Terry Fox Library)

Mainland Guardian 1870-1889
Fraser Valley Record 1908-1927
(Mission)

B.C. Census 1881,1891,1901
B.C. Directories 1860-1910

B.C. Death Index 1872-1978

B.C. Marriage Index 1872-1924
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Technology Tips: Genealogy Family
Tree Options

By Andrea Lister

When building your family tree you need a way to
organize the information and keep all those sources.

You can go the manual route and print everything
and put the pages into binders, you can keep your
tree online, or you can use genealogy software that
you install onto your home computer.

There are internet/web-based family tree builders and
desktop software programs.

Web-based Family Tree Builders

Ancestry.ca; familysearch.org; findmypast.uk;
genesreunited.com; myheritage.com; WikiTree.com;
and Geni are some of the most popular options.

Some of these options require a paid subscription;
others are collaborative trees with the goal of creating
one tree for the world.

The advantage of an online tree is your information is
kept on the provider’s website so you can access it
from anywhere and it is easy to share with other
family members.

This type of software generally has fairly limited
features for generating reports and charts.

Online Family Tree Options
e Ancestry

e FamilySearch

e FindMyPast

e Genes Reunited

e Geni

e MyHeritage

WikiTree

6 erecatcem ' ® A
John Sample

Desktop Software Programs

Desktop or standalone programs are installed onto

your computer.
Some of these
programs offer

the ability to

sync your web-
based trees with
your computer-

based trees.

Researchers who research beyond what is available
through the genealogical databases find this software
offers more features. Desktop software also allows for
better source citations, research goals, and tasks. It
also provides the ability to produce reports and
charts.

The most popular of the programs are:

For the Linux platform
e Ancestris
e Gramps

For the Windows platform
e Ancestris

e Family Historian

e Family Tree Maker

e Gramps

e Heredis

e Legacy Family Tree

¢ Roots Magic

For the Mac platform
e Ancestris

e Family Tree Maker
e Gramps

o Heredis

e MacFamilyTree

e Reunion

The choice comes down to personal preference. Many
of the programs have a free trial.

Software Reviews

“Best Family Tree Software for Tracing Your Ancestry in 2025.”
Genomelink. March 2, 2025. https://genomelink.io/blog/best-
family-tree-software-for-tracing-your-ancestry-in-2025

“Family History Software.” Society of Genealogists.
https://www.sog.org.uk/education/learning-hub/guides-
tips/family-history-software/

“What is the best UK family history software?” Who Do You Think
You Are? November 14, 2025.

www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/feature/family-
history-software
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Work in Progress

Editor Brenda L. Smith

Report your research
undertakings here!

We want to hear about
your research projects as
they happen. Since we
hear from people who
discover information in
our newsletters, you can
take this opportunity to
reach out to the world.

This issue of “Work in Progress” Alice Campbell
shows how opportunities for telling the story abound.
Her project will benefit from the FamilySearch
undertaking to promote access to its Spanish language
record collection.

Research in Guatemala

By Alice Campbell

In October of 2025 I travelled to Guatemala. Our tour
guide, Manuel, was very congenial and we enjoyed
hearing about his country and his family. Over dinner
one evening he mentioned that his grandmother’s
100th birthday was forthcoming and the family was
looking forward to a huge celebration. He lamented,
however, that the family knew nothing of his
grandmother’s heritage. I offered to look online for
family records. His reply was that it would be a
difficult and likely fruitless search.

My reply was bold—"Let’s find out!”

Goal

My goal was to find the ancestral line of Abelina
Andrea Soto Carreto; I am finding far more than that.
In addition, I also wanted to give Manuel, her
grandson, the tools to search independently.

You can imagine my previous experience searching
for records in Guatemala. Zero.

Using www.familysearch.org I was able to access the

archives in Guatemala and the wealth of records there
on. I sent the original birth record for Abelina Andrea
Soto Carreto, born 10 November 1925, to her grandson
Manuel. He was floored. I replied that the source was
a free, public site.

One interesting fact his grandmother just told him
was that her birth was not registered until one year
later, in 1926.

FeA b oS0
Birth registration for Abelina Andrea Soto Carreto, born
10 November 1925 in Nuevo Progreso, San Marcos,
Guatemala.

"GUATEMALA REGISTRO CIVIL, 1833-2009", FAMILYSEARCH

(HTTPS://WWW.FAMILYSEARCH.ORG/ARK:/61903/1:1:QGT4-5F4K :

TUE MAR 11 22:56:22 UTC 2025), ENTRY FOR ABELINA ANDREA
SOTO CARRETO AND LUIS SOTO, NOVIEMBRE DE 1926.

To date I have been able to document the records for
the previous four generations of Manuel’s paternal
line. My next goal is to do the same for his maternal
line. These documents will then be organized in a PDF
that can be shared and referenced by the family.

Down the Research Rabbit Hole

Editor Brenda L. Smith

Share the stories of your discoveries
off the beaten track.

def. a rabbit hole currently connotes
“a time-consuming distraction of
one's attention as happens when
clicking through online links,
following social media posts, or
pursuing information.”

dictionary.com

You are invited to share your rabbit hole experiences.
This is a safe space for you to confess your whims,
because we have all been lost in the rabbit warren.
And we especially welcome hearing about the
amazing finds you make on these journeys.

Gina Leigh brings us another installment of her
research for a friend. See the Maple Ridge Family
History Newsletter July 2025, to see where this story
started for Gina as she is drawn ever deeper into a
fascinating rabbit hole. If you are tired of Sudoku, try
charting this family as a weekend exercise.
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Crossing the English Channel and then the
Atlantic Ocean
By Gina Leigh

Once more I draw from the well of fascinating
ancestors from my friend Mike’s family.

The mother of Mike’s great grandmother Adelaide
Elizabeth Wynyard (nee Hurd) Langford was Louisa
Pierce Turquand, married to Thomas Gladwin Hurd.

Louisa was born in 1821, probably in Toronto. The
Turquand family had immigrated to Canada in 1820
and settled in Toronto. I have yet to find records of
Louisa’s birth or birthdate.

Louisa’s parents Bernard Turquand and Elizabeth
were born in England. However, the family had lived
in Malta and New York before settling in Canada.
Turquand, so clearly to me, is a French name. But
when did the Turquand’s move to England? And why
did they come to Canada? I have not been able to
discover why they came to Canada.

What a surprise to learn that Louisa’s father Bernard
Turquand worked for the federal government from
1837 in the Receiver General’s Office. In fact, for a
short time Bernard Turquand was the Receiver
General of the Province of Canada.

Elizabeth’s mother Anne Pain was born in London
circa 1709; her father John Van Sommers may have
been born elsewhere in Europe. Obviously, more
investigation needs to be done here.

Endnotes

1. Bernard Turquand baptized February 18, 1970, England and Wales Non-
Conformist and Non-Parochial Registers, 1567-1936. The National Archives
Registers of Births, Marriages and Deaths surrendered to the Non-parochial
registers commission of 1837 and 1857. Class #RG4; Piece 4634. Chapel of the
Hospital Spitalfields (Walloon and French Protestant), 1727-1840

Maple Ridge Historical Society AGM

. Carapa.—Bernard Turquand, Esq., for many years at-
tached to the commissariat in Malta and afierward in Up-
per Canada, has been appointed Receiver General of the
united province, in the place of Mr Dunn, resigned.

This announcement appeared in Atlas, 19 January 1844.
ACCESSED AT NINETEENTH CENTURY U.S. NEWSPAPERS,
LINK.GALE.COM/APPS/DOC/GT3008260924/GDCS?U=BCPTSTOTHEPAST&SI
D=BOOKMARK-GDCS&XID=DE7B988C)

But, back to the Turquand’s in England. Searching for
Bernard in England, I discovered he was born on
February 2, 1790, Bishopsgate Street, London, and was
baptized soon after at the Chapel of the Hospital,
Spitalfields, London. This was a non-conformist
church for Walloon and French Protestants.!

More searching revealed the family were French
Huguenots. What did I know about French
Huguenots? Well, nothing. The website of the
Huguenot Society of Great Britain and Ireland
https://www.huguenotsociety.org.uk has been a starting
point. They were French Protestants who suffered
religious persecution and fled France in the late 1680s.

Bernard’s parents Leonard Turquand and Elizabeth
Van Sommers were born in London in the 1740’s.

March 26, 2026 at 6:30 PM at St. Andrews Heritage
Church for a potluck and AGM.

You are Jnoited!

Maple Ridge Historical
Society

Annuadl

Generdl

Meeting
& Potluck

March 26th 6:30pm

—- Join us at St Andrews Heritage Church for a potluck dinner and
I- socializing about our shared love of heritage.
1 We will reflect on and review our 2025 year.

I i i
All are welcome but only current members will have voting powers.

MAPLE RIDGE

His Tv

TORICAL SOCIE

Maple Ridge Historical Society 2026 Membership
Maple Ridge Family History
Group is a standing
committee of the Maple
Ridge Historical Society.
While we welcome everyone
to our family history group,
we encourage participants
to join the Historical Society
to support its valuable

work.

You may know that the Maple Ridge Family History
Group web pages are hosted on the Maple Ridge
Museum and Community Archives website. You will

find our projects, news, and activities there.
www.mapleridgemuseum.org/about-us/family-history

To join or renew your membership, visit
www.mapleridgemuseum.org/about-us/mrhs
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Family History Events

Kelowna & District

Genealogical Society
www.KDGS.ca

Free for KDGS members; $10
CDN for non-members, online

¢ Reconstructing Invisible
Lives: A Genealogical Case
Study in Evidence, Method,
and Stubbornness with Linda
Yip, March 2, 2026, 7:00 PM
(PDT).

¢ All Kinds of Loyalists with
Kathryn Lake Hogan, April 13,
7:00 M (PDT).

e Using Al to Research
Documents & Letters with
Mark Thompson, May 4, 7:00
prM (PDT).

Ontario Ancestors Webinars

Online. Free
https://ogs.on.ca/2026-webinar-
lineup/

e Old News, New Tricks: How

Al Breathes Life into
Newspaper Historic
Headlines with Daniel
Horowitz, April 2, 2026, 7:00
pPM (EST).

¢ Discovering Industrial
Ancestors in Mills, Logging
Camps, and Company Towns
with Kathryn Lake Hogan,
May 7, 2026, 7:00 ™ (EST).

Nanaimo Family History
Society
https://nanaimofamilyhistory.ca/

Pre-registration required.

o Exploring Irish Records — Not
Everything was burned! with
Eunice Robinson, March 2,
2026, 1:00 p™m (PST), Hybrid
meeting.

e Prison & Court Records with
Andrea Lister, April 6, 2026,
1:00 PM (PDT), Online.

Nova Scotia Genealogy Virtual
Conference
www.nsgenconference.ca

e Family History Orientation,
May 2 to 3, 2026, 9:00 AM to
5:30 M (UTC). $39 for GANS
members; $69 for non-
members.

RootsTech by FamilySearch
www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech
e RootsTech Online: 200+ online

sessions in over 26 languages,
March 5 to 7, 2026. free.

Surrey Libraries
www.surreylibraries.ca/services/fam

Free. Registration required.

Cloverdale.

e Family History Orientation,
Saturdays, April 25, June 27,
2026, 10:30 to 11:30 Am (PST)

¢ Fun Family History Friday,
Fridays, March 27, April 24,
May 29, 2026, 2:30 to 3:30 PM
(PDT).

e Family History DNA Chat,
Friday, March 20, April 10,
May 8, 2026, 2:30 to 3:30 PM
(PDT).

Vancouver Public Library
https://www.vpl.ca/

e Census - When, Who Where
with Library and Archives
Canada, March 4, 2026, 12:00
PM to 1:30 PM (PST). Online
event via Zoom. Free.

Victoria Genealogical Society
www.victoriags.org

$21 CDN for non-members.

¢ Using Heraldry in Genealogy
with Kathie Ross, March 21,
2026, 10:00 AM to 12:00 P™M
(PST). Hybrid.

¢ Understanding Ancestry 101
with Gerry Poulton, April 11,
2026, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
(PST). Hybrid.

The Family History Group is
a standing committee of the
Maple Ridge Historical
Society and we encourage,
but do not require, that our
members join the society.

We meet on the first
Wednesday of the month,
7pm on Zoom until further
notice. Email us at:
mrfamilyhistory@gmail.com
for information on how to
join the meeting.

March 4, 2026: New Year’s
Challenge—Part 2—Your
2026 Family History
Research Plan Using the
tools/guidelines included in
the January newsletter, you
should have a great starting
point for developing your
research plan.

Sharing your plan is part of
the challenge. Consider doing
a short presentation outlining
your research goals for 2026
or if just at the concept
stage, share your research
ideas.

April 1, 2026: LIFE CYCLE
STUDIES: More Than
Harvesting Names, Dates,
and Places—Part 1: CHILD
LIFE with Brenda Smith
challenges participants to
enrich the story of your
ancestors’ early years. What
can we learn about the years
between conception and
adulthood? Did she live in
comfort, go to school? Did he
work, raise his siblings?
Consider the sources of the
deeper story of childhood as
revealed in the records
created by and about
childhood.

Have something to share?
There’s always time to hear
about an exciting new find or
an interesting family story.
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